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TURKEY. 
JEDDAH. 


Consul Wood to the Marquis of Salisbury. 


My Lord, Jeddah, March 11, 1890. 

I wAVE the honour to forward herewith my Report on the 
Trade and Commerce of Jeddah during the year 1890, as well as 
that of Mr. Vice-Consul Dr. Ata Muhammed for the Province of 
Yemen. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CECIL G. WOOD. 


Report on the Trade and Commerce of Jeddah for the Year 1890. 


Notwithstanding the unfavourable reports as to the scarcity Pilgrimage. 
and the insecure state of the roads prevailing in the Hedjaz, the 
number of pilgrims who landed at Jeddah during 1890 far 
exceeded that of the two or three preceding years. 
Their nationality and numbers are shown in the accompany- 
ing list :— 
Nationality. Number. 
British Indians ww ws tees we wes, 545 


Egyptians .. oe se os oe oe eo 5,815 
~Moors,-Algerians,-&c. ‘oe vo oo oe ee 8,223 


Javanese... a ar ae ie. oe -- 10,004 
_Turks-and. Syrians. .. ve oe oe eo ee 4,687 
Arabs .. ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 1,700 
Persians ee ee ee oe eo ee ee 1,941 
Yemanese .. oe ee ee oo oe - 2,881 


Soudanese ee ee ee ee se ee 4 222 
Bokharians ... wie es es oe ‘eo cee 878 
Pilgrims from Yembo 


¢ 


Arrived by coasters, nationality unknown a i 





Total oe oe oo ee oe ee 47,396 


(1086) a2 
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Rerun of all Shipping at the Port of Jeddah in the Year 1890, 


Sailing. 
Nationality. 


Number of 
Vessels. 





* The return of vessels which cleared is not given, as it tallies exactly with the above. 


Reruen of Principal Articles of Import at Jeddah during the 


























Year 1890. 
Whence Derived. Articles. Quantity. Value. 
P Kei 7500 
eSB. oes eT: eizeroun A 
Mukalis  ... } [erimbac { Hemant Bags. 4,000 2,300 
Trieste, Marseilles, Egypt, Sugar... ... —...| Cases... $00 20,000 
and Straits pettemente 
India, Yemen os | Coffee ... ses woah 93 ae 5,000 pe 

>, _ Bassorah, Egypt | Wheat... oo ane Ardeds 73,000 
America... -| Petroleum... «| Cases... 40,000 to 50,000 12,0004 to 0 15,000 
Eaypt.-. aoe or «| Beans ... sow ove ooo or 3,000 
Indiz .. ooo be | Rice... oes | Bags aee 300,000 20,000 

; Gee sect. seas Dee woe = ove Sacks. 80,000 24,500 
India (Straits Settlements) ose eee eee: see 2,500 

<3 A + Pets cae eee ae aie eve 15,000 
Trieste eee ave oe » White deal... ue vee 1,500 
England see onef CCRl oe ee one ONS see 1,220 3,050 
Europe and India .. Tron... oe «= oe Cantars ... 7,500 4,000 

‘ India and cae Settle= Z 
r ments’... «| Pewter one «| Bars ay 300 1,800 
India and Europe . ove ovo} LEAD 20, tee wae] ogy ove 1,500 1,700 
England... eee | Manufactares | Bales ses! 800 80,000 
India... =... se " sesh [cos _ 500 70,000 

y» and Straits. ‘Settle- 

ments ..| Drugs and spices... ie ove 15,000 
Syria, India, Bassorah, 

Yemen... ove .-| Ghee (clarified butter) ose oso 18,000 
Persia ooo ooo «| Carpets... ooo ooo! ooo aoe: 12,000 
China, India ove «| Tea... ooo «| Cases... 4,000 30,000 

Fe ” eo eof Sugarin powder ...} 4 ooo) 5,000 7,000 





Total value ... woe aes aes eco eee  462,3503, to 474,3507, 





* Timbac is the uncut tobacco used in the ‘‘narghile,” or ‘*hubble babble.” As this kind of 
tobacco is not cultivated in Turkey its importation js allowed, subject to a duty of 75 per cent. 


Wheat. Indian wheat is considered the best, and the Egyptian the 
most inferior. The prices per ardeb, viz., 120 kilos. are as 
follows :— 


Indian 84 dol., Bassorah 73 dol., and Egyptian 6 dol. 

In the above total India stands for 50,000 ardebs. This 
year an unusual quantity of ghee was imported on account 
of the failure of the home production, consequent on the lack 
of pasturage. 
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JEDDAH. 3 
Rerourn of Principal Articles of Export from Jeddah during the 
Year 1890. 
Articles, Quantity. Value. 
£ 
Qum eee be Sacks.. 1,500 2,600 
Mother-of-pear] shells .. oF sé 15,000 
Tortoise shells .. si ae es es 600 
Sheep skins .. es er 90,000 to 100,000 4,700 to 5,300 
Goat skins “6 % ve ae 83,000 90,000 5,300 7,100 
Cowhides (from Confudah) .. 3 9,000 850 
Senna leaves (Mecca and Con- 
fadah).. .. .. ..| Bags.. 350 1,100 
Dates (Yambo, Bassorah, and 
Bushire) .. 1. «|. 4 9,000 
Henna .. ee es es re a 1,306 
Wax sti, es ee ee es ‘Ne 100 
Honey .. ine ae eal? <6 ie 200 
Total ths. ote - ube = 33,150 to 48,150 





The quantities and values in these tables of import and export, 
owing to the refusal of the custom-house authorities to afford 
any information, are only approximative; but having been 
carefully gathered and investigated they may be relied on as 
being as near the truth as possible. 

Under the article goat skins, in the above table, is included Skins. 
the contribution of Confudah, amounting from 65,000 to 70,000 
skins, value from 4,900/. to 5,6002. This difference in the price 
of the lesser quantity coming from that port is due to the skins 
being of a much finer qua)ity than those exported from Jeddah. 

It is generally stated that Jeddah trade has continued to General 
diminish in the last few years, but it is difficult to say how far Temark . 
this may be true; yet there can be little doubt that the fact of 
Massowah and Suakin being in a position to supply their needs 
direct from foreign countries must have some influence upon it. 

In certain articles also, such as mother-of-pearl shells and 
doura, more favourable custom-house dues attract many dealers 
in these commodities to those places to the detriment of this 
port, and to the direct pecuniary loss of the native merchants, 
who have advanced money to the mother-of-pearl fishermen, 
many of whom have given up bringing the result of their labours 
to the Jeddah market. 

The cessation of communications by sea during the past hadj, Effect of 
owing to the outbreak of cholera here, cannot but have made, sree 
likewise, some impression on the year’s trade record, and in these? 
parts a temporary check or difficulty of such a nature is but slowly 
overcome. 

Beyond the aqueduct bringing water to the town of Public works. 
Jeddah from “ Ainel Wazirieh,” some four miles distant, there 
are no works of public utility at Jeddah. 

The Regie supplied some 22,0002. of tobacco and ready-made Tobacco regie. 
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cigarettes of the first, second, and third quality, to the value of 
3,0002. 


HopeEIpDa. 


‘Mr. Vice-Consul Ata Muhammed reports as follows :— 

The province of the Yemen produces in large quantities— 
(I) coffee, (2) maize, or Indian corn, (3) cotton, (4) sesame, 
(5) lentils, (6) indigo, (7) skins of goats and sheep, (8) hides, 
(9) senna leaves, (10) pearls, (11) mother-of-pearl shells, and 


(12) rock salt. 
Exports and As the Turkish custom-house authorities-decline to. furnish:me 
imports. with the details of the export and import trade of Yemen, .and 


the Indian and Arab merchants who are the principal shippers and 
consignees of the cargo ss en from or imported to Hodeida 
give me evasive replies, 1 regret I am not in a position to 
estimate in figures the quantity or the value of the exports and 
imports of Yemen. 

Exports. The local produce of maize, Indian corn, and lentils is 
consumed by the natives; cotton and indigo are used by the 
Arabs of Hodeida, Baital-Takih, and Zobeid, to manufacture a 
kind of cloth made by hand looms, and which is used for 
covering beds, &c.; rock salt is exported from Salif to Calcutta 
in sailing ships; pearls and mother-of-pearl shells and senna 
leaves are exported to India for the most part, a small consign- 
ment of these articles being sometimes sent to the Continent of 
Europe: coffee, skins, and hides are exported in larger quantities 
to the United States.of America than to Europe. 

Imports. Yemen receives trom the United States of America manufac- 
tured goods and petroleum; from India cereals, flour and rice, 
piece goods, silks, sugar, condiments, iron, timber, &c. Great 
Britain supplied Yemen of late manufactured goods in larger 
quantities than those from the United States of America; at 
present there is.a.keen competition going on between England 
and America. Yemen imports sugar and paper from France ; 
hardware, paper, timber, &c., from Austria; and petroleum is of 
late imported from Batoum, a Russian sea-port on the Caspian. 
Tobacco is imported from Turkey, Egypt, and Persia, dates ‘from 
Bassorah, and carpets from the interior of Persia. 

Shipping and The Vice-Consulate at Hodeida being closed during my sojourn 

navigation. at Cameran for about five months in the year, arrivals and 
departures of steamers for the whole year cannot be recorded. 

Few ships call at Hodeida directly from England, the trade 
not being such as to encourage shipowners to send steamers here, 
the English cargo for Hodeida being transhipped either from 
Suez, Jeddah, or Aden. 

Steamers from New York, Bombay, and Calcutta, as well as 
many of the pilgrim ships calling at Hodeida, are British ships. 

The Egyptian mail steamers run every fortnight between 
Suez and Aden, touching the principal sea-ports of the Red Sea; 
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hence we have four mail-steamers every month, two homeward 
and two-outward bound, | 

The Turkish steamers of the “ Mahsousie.” line call at Hodeida 
at irregular intervals of about two months, to larid the: Turkish 
-troops and military stores from Constantinople. 

he Austro-Hungarian Lloyds steamers call at Hodeida once 
a month—one month from Trieste on the outward voyage, and 
the next month from Bombay on the voyage homewards. 

The population at Yemen is estimated at about 3,000,000 Population 
by the Turkish authorities, who are not in a.position to arrive at ant es 
a correct estimate of the inhabitants leading a semi-civilised “" re 
state of existence. 

Most of the population subsist by agriculture (though the 
excessive and untimely rains have spoilt this year's crops, 
cultivators expect to make up their loss by the next harvest) ; 
many are engaged in commerce, and some inindigo-making, dyeing, 
and weaving cloth. 

There are neither roads, railways, canals, nor bridges iu Public works- 
Yemen. The telegraph works regularly in the interior, but the 
recent attempt to connect Yemen with the outward world by 
establishing a telegraphic line between Shaikh Said and the 
tsland of Perim is not a success. Letters from Aden to Hodeida, 
confirming previous telegrams, .sometimes reach earlier than their 
contents, transmitted by: wire. 

The landing pier or' wharf of the port of-Hodeida badly wants 
repairs ; boats of 15.-tons. and upwards cannot at present, as they 
did before, land passengers and: cargo without transferring the 
same to boats of lesser tonnage. 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 


7 LONDON: 
Printed for Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, 
By HARRISON AND SONS, 
Printers in Ordinary to Her Majesty. 
(75 4191—-H&S 1086) 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 


